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GOD'S PEOPLE CONNECTING.... APRIL 9-15, 2021!GOD'S PEOPLE CONNECTING.... APRIL 9-15, 2021!

THIS WEEK, PASTOR AARON ASKS: "AS JESUS'
DISCIPLES, HOW DO WE LOVINGLY RESPOND TO
THOSE WHO ARE SKEPTICAL ABOUT OUR
TESTIMONY?"
So many of us should be able to identify with Thomas. After all, known of us had the
opportunity to feel the marks left by the nails in Jesus’ hands or to examine the spear wound
in his side. And yet, throughout much of the history of the church, this disciple has been
identi�ed as “Doubting” Thomas. Of course, with all of those other disciples as witnesses, we
might think that Thomas should just take them at their word. But when it comes to offering
testimony, quantity is a poor substitute for quality. 
Although they tell Thomas, “We have seen the Lord,” it must have seemed to him like a cruel
joke, which they decided to play on their one friend who’d been gone for a while. Surely, if they
had seen the Lord, they would no longer be hiding in that locked room. They’d be out dancing
in the streets and shouting the news loudly for the world to hear! It’s no wonder Jesus has to
make a second appearance for Thomas to believe. The other disciples are doing little to offer
the world a faithful Easter witness! 
Today, we must learn from the experience of Thomas and the other disciples, because we
cannot expect Jesus to keep coming and doing our job for us. He’s gone on to heaven, so that
he might prepare a place for us. Now, it is our responsibility to continue where he left off,
calling people to repent and to believe the good news of the resurrection, caring for the
vulnerable, and demanding that the powerful seek the ways of justice and righteousness.
When we do these things, we offer people a truly compelling witness to the risen Jesus, so
that all may come to believe! 
This week, as we prepare for worship, we encourage you to re�ect upon our Scripture lessons:
John 20:1-19-31 and 1 John 1:1-2:2. You may also wish to consider your own responses to the
following questions:
 

How should we witness to the Resurrection beyond simply proclaiming, "Alleluia! He is
Risen!"?
As Jesus' disciples, how do we lovingly respond to those who are skeptical about our
testimony?

 



WORSHIP & REFLECTION THIS WEEK!

You're welcome to share your re�ection by sending an email to the pastor. We can't wait to be
united with you in worship!

Hear The Word: Looking Ahead Toward Sunday, April 11, 2021

WORSHIP SERVICE MAY BE
VIEWED ON OUR YOUTUBE
CHANNEL BEGINNING AT 10:30
SUNDAY MORNING!
Sunday, April 11, 2021 - The Second Sunday of Easter (Year B)
Liturgical Color: White
YouTube Channel Only: https://bit.ly/fpcfultonyoutube (in-
person attendance is suspended this week due to storm
damage to the building.)
Gospel Lesson: John 20:19-31
Epistle Lesson: 1 John 1:1-2:2 
Sermon by Rev. White:

An Encore Performance
Hours after his resurrection, Jesus appeared among his
disciples, offering them the opportunity to bear witness to the
good news of Easter for themselves. But Thomas—one of the
eleven—was not there. And when he returned, Thomas heard
from the others that they had seen the Lord. But Thomas did
not believe them. Based on this one moment, many people
have come to know of him as doubting Thomas. But who is it
that Thomas truly does not believe? Perhaps the trouble he’s
having is believing his fellow disciples who, despite their

https://bit.ly/fpcfultonyoutube
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2021/4/11/#rcl-gospel
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2021/4/11/#rcl-second-reading
https://s.smore.com/u/ea5817c353e1902fdba565ee7f10f610.png


supposed witness to the resurrection, remain locked away
from the rest of the world.
Thankfully, Jesus makes a second appearance a week later.
But today, we cannot expect our Savior to constantly appear
and offer proof to the skeptics, because he has work of his
own to accomplish. As modern-day disciples, we cannot offer
our own Easter testimony from within the con�nes of the
sanctuary. As those who have received the Spirit, we must
instead go out to the world. And when we encounter the
doubters, we must share in their woundedness and offer them
healing, through ministries of love modeled after our Risen
Savior Christ.
 

Additional readings from the Revised Common Lectionary:
Psalm 133; Acts 4:32-35

A REPORT ON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STORM DAMAGE AND REPAIR EFFORTS!
As you are aware, lightning strikes on the roof and subsequent water entering the building
caused signi�cant damage to the church building this week. The insurance representatives
have reminded us the silver lining with all of this rain, is that the church probably would have
burned down when the lighting hit. Their meters show a signi�cant strike. Please offer prayers
of thanksgiving that our church was saved and for all those who have offered us support,
expertise, and volunteer labor as we repair and recover.
 

The Sunday, April 11 Worship Service will be pre-recorded
and available for viewing at 10:30 am on the church YouTube Channel.

It is hoped that we may be able to resume in-person worship services the following week, but
it will take a few more days to fully assess the situation.

 
Here is what we know and what is being done at this time.

 
Rev. White and Session Clerk Ramona Dobson met with ServPro on Thursday.
 

The water damage in the sanctuary extends to about a 1/4 of the wood in the sanctuary
ceiling and the trim around the pipe organ. All of that wood is soaked.
The pipes and organ appear to be �ne, but we are having our organ tuner/�xer look at it
ASAP.
We also have water damage in the ceilings above the o�ce, the lobby, two big rooms
upstairs and in a small part of the copy room.
ServPro will remove all of the wet insulation and ceiling tiles ASAP, so things can start to
dry out, but they can't begin drying out the wood until the leaks are �xed and cannot work
until power is restored.
They found access to the area over the sanctuary ceiling, which will aid in the wood drying
out faster, as they can get heat to it more quickly than trying to get heat from the

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2021/4/11/#rcl-psalm
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2021/4/11/#rcl-first-reading


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 AT 1:00 PM!

sanctuary �oor up to the ceiling.
They do not recommend using the sanctuary until the wood is dry. They estimate it will
take over a week because of the amount of wood that is involved.
ServPro will replace all damaged ceiling tiles, clean or replace carpet, install new
insulation and drywall, as needed and based on what our insurance will cover.

 
 
Bright Electrical will inspect our electrical panels on Friday.
 
Precision Construction has given temporary
 

The lighting blew a hole in the roof that actually �ipped a 20 x 20 ft. section up and onto
another part of the roof. Precision Construction has tried to tarp it, but it's in a di�cult
spot to tarp effectively. They are going to return on Friday and see what they can do to
keep water out.

 
The insurance adjuster is going to be at church on Monday at noon.
 

Darvin with Precision Construction (roo�ng company) will also be there to assist. Rev.
White and Ramona Dobson will be joined by members of the Administration and Property
Committees.

 
The insurance company will work with Shawn Speers and Mike Jeffries to inspect our
technology, internet connections, etc.
 

Again, this will be scheduled once the power is restored.

We will be setting up the Fellowship Hall in anticipation that we will be able to hold worship
services there while the sanctuary is under repair. All those willing and able to assist in
moving and organizing furniture are requested to meet at 1:00 p.m.



SHARE THE SIGNS OF RESURRECTION &

RENEWED LIFE! SEND IN YOUR PHOTOS

OF THE NATURAL BEAUTY AROUND US!

Where do you see signs of resurrection and renewed life heralding the Good News? Share a
picture of the natural beauty in your world!
Send pictures to: pastor@fultonpresbyterian.org or communications@fultonpresbyterian.org .
They will be used in social media posts and sermon graphics over the next few weeks!

mailto:pastor@fultonpresbyterian.org
mailto:communications@fultonpresbyterian.org


OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL NEEDS
100 SUBSCRIBERS!

WE KNOW YOU ARE WATCHING THE LIVESTREAMS AND
RECORDINGS,

BUT DO YOU SUBSCRIBE?
Reaching 100 subscribers gives a YouTube Channel more
�exibility and reach. This means First Presbyterian Church is able to spread The Good News
to more people! Subscribing is easy. Just follow these simple steps!
 
To Subscribe:

1. Open any web browser and go to: https://bit.ly/fpcfultonyoutube.

NEW CDC QUARANTINE GUIDELINES FOR
VACCINATED PERSONS!
Earlier this month, the CDC issued updated guidance stating that a fully vaccinated individual
that is exposed to someone with a suspected or con�rmed COVID-19 case can refrain from
quarantine and testing following a known exposure, if asymptomatic. A fully vaccinated
individual is de�ned as:

Someone who received their second dose in a two-dose vaccine series more than two
weeks ago
Someone who received their �rst dose in a single-dose vaccine more than two weeks ago

You can read more about this updated CDC guidance here or go to:
https://bit.ly/3fywekx 

https://bit.ly/fpcfultonyoutube
https://bit.ly/3fywekx
http://2736d8da.hatchbuckmail.net/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=w8Bl7ZSLqC%2BFFEF9P0XN9HJB14ltnTgtwSR5qjqnGTClP2Hnx06LhzsAA9lCWT7GMrkF72RnjOCL077eG4uVxajwXHrxQctSZEwi6m9OjhL5mwGnrrE2arvM5CCn1CF7&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2FQFPMGYZTSOI.hatchbuck.com%2FTrackLinkClick%3FID2%3DLols1Ywvx0cusxbvaEU8gFWXc7zfYbE5ILgbE6SH3zIpKVhG_0i0l2qdw-f1dqze0&I=20210330202820.0000000809c6%40mail6-51-ussnn1&X=MHwxMjY2MjQyOjE3Mzk5NDQ2NTA7MXwxMjY2MjQzOjE1MDQ5ODM5Njs%3D&V=3&S=KaHt21P4TN2XAIJvHaFVg85JqhYiLuy_em6fEBE2swU
https://bit.ly/3fywekx


2. Subscribe by checking on the red rectangle on the right side of the page.
3. Set noti�cations by clicking on the bell icon.
4. Be sure to bookmark this page so you can easily �nd it in the future.

 
To enable auto-generated closed captioning:

CLICK THE YOUTUBE LOGO TO VIEW A CLOSED CAPTION TUTORIAL!
1. Go to the FPC YouTube Channel and select the video you wish to view with closed

captions.
2. On the menu bar directly beneath the video window, you will see a gear-shaped icon for

“Settings.” Clicking on the icon will reveal a series of options, including the ability to turn
on “Subtitles/CC.”

3. After clicking on this option, you would want to select “English (auto-generated).”
4. To view, click on the side arrow to launch play. Once the video begins to play, YouTube will

generate closed captioning.
 

FPC Sunday Worship Services are Livestreamed at 10:30am
and available to view as recordings thereafter!

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE,
SPECIAL MESSAGES, &
IMPORTANT CHURCH NOTES!
 

Do You Have a Musical Talent to Share? Church Music
Director Ethan Forte is looking for instrumentalist or
vocalist who would like to share their God-given talent
during a Sunday Worship Service. He is also looking for
additional "hands" to join the growing FPC Bell Choir. If you,
a member of your family, or a musical friend would like to join us for praise and worship
through music, please contact Ethan.

ekfgw7@mail.missouri.edu
or

Call 573-416-2605
Have you thought of joining the FPC Bell Choir?
Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. To �nd out more about joining this
unique group, or to share you musical talent, please contact Choir Director Ethan Forte at
ekfgw7@mail.missouri.edu or call 573-416-2605.

 
Would you like to learn how to livestream worship services? If you would like to learn how
to operate the recording equipment and are willing to help with this Sunday morning duty,
please contact Shaun Speers or Rev. White for more information.We are now able to
livestream services on our YouTube channel. If you would like to participate in Sunday
worship, but cannot attend in person, you can now open any web browser and go to:
https://bit.ly/fpcfultonyoutube at 10:30 am to participate in real time, or any time you
choose to view the recorded version.

 

mailto:ekfgw7@mail.missouri.edu
mailto:ekfgw7@mail.missouri.edu
https://bit.ly/fpcfultonyoutube
https://s.smore.com/u/69893f695d42c1b602028b735e32a82c.png


Spread the Word to All of the Middle & High School Students in Your Life: The Rock is
Back! We welcome all middle and high school students to join us at The Rock each
Sunday evening at 6:00 pm. 715 Nichols Street, Fulton, Missouri.

 
Would you like to join the Usher Team? Volunteers are needed to help carry out our
Hospitality Mission. If you are interested in being a regular or �ll-in usher, please contact
Bob Hoell to �nd out more!

 
Church Lock-Up Volunteers are Needed! Volunteers are needed to lockup the Church after
Sunday service. A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the lobby. Those that can
support, please sign up for desired dates. If you have any questions on what it entails,
please ask Mark Covey at 573-327-0297, or another Property Committee member.

 
Contributions to the SERVE Food Pantry and Our House Shelf Stockers will continue to be
collected as part of our Fishes and Loaves Offering. Our House needs a new refrigerator
and is still accepting monetary donations for this purpose. Checks may be placed in the
offering plate on Sunday or mailed to: First Presbyterian Church, PO Box 6037, Fulton, MO
65251. You may also give through the GIVE+Online Church Giving link on our website.
Just write "Our House" or "SERVE Food Pantry" in the memo line to ensure your donation
goes to the right organization

OFFICE HOURS & CONTACT
INFORMATION!

How to Contact Rev. Aaron White
Rev. Aaron White is holding virtual o�ce hours at this time.
Please call him on his cell phone, (573) 590-3136 or contact him
by email pastor@fultonpresbyterian.org.  
 

How Will I Continue Giving During This Time?
Checks for pledges and offerings, and documents that are
normally hand-delivered on Sunday mornings can be mailed to:

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 6037, Fulton, MO 65251

If you prefer online giving, use our new GIVE+ Online giving system through the website or the
GIVE+ Mobile app.
 
Our committees Gmail accounts that can be used to email them suggestions, concerns, and
thanks. The addresses are:

Session Clerk, "clerk@fultonpresbyterian.org”
Administration Committee, "administration@fultonpresbyterian.org”
Christian Education Committee, "education@fultonpresbyterian.org"
Fellowship Committee, "fellowship@fultonpresbyterian.org"
Mission Committee, "mission@fultonpresbyterian.org”
Congregational Care Committee, "pastoralcare@fultonpresbyterian.org”
Property Committee, "property@fultonpresbyterian.org”

mailto:pastor@fultonpresbyterian.org
mailto:clerk@fultonpresbyterian.org
mailto:administration@fultonpresbyterian.org
mailto:education@fultonpresbyterian.org
mailto:fellowship@fultonpresbyterian.org
mailto:mission@fultonpresbyterian.org
mailto:pastoralcare@fultonpresbyterian.org
mailto:property@fultonpresbyterian.org
https://s.smore.com/u/e4311a491a2370ce38a7e86ddf152cc9.jpg


Worship Committee, "worship@fultonpresbyterian.org"
Communications, "communications@fultonpresbyterian.org"

Facebook @FPCFulton

WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH!

First Presbyterian Church is located at 718 Court Street in
historic downtown Fulton, Missouri. Worship services, under
the direction of Rev. Aaron White, are held each Sunday
morning. For more information, go to:
www.fultonpresbyterian.org or �nd us on Facebook or on
Twitter @FPCFulton.

Subscribe to our YouTube channel:
https://bit.ly/fpcfultonyoutube

718 Court Street, Fulton, MO, U… communications@fultonpresb…

573-642-5541 fultonpresbyterian.org

mailto:worship@fultonpresbyterian.org
mailto:communications@fultonpresbyterian.org
http://facebook.com/fultonpresbyterian
http://www.twitter.com/@FPCFulton
http://www.fultonpresbyterian.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9W5KHv_NlBLVkTNqdBIlLA
https://s.smore.com/u/0e80bbd23f6ce6a68802f7831d477b10.jpg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=718%20Court%20Street%2C%20Fulton%2C%20MO%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:communications@fultonpresbyterian.org
tel:573-642-5541
http://fultonpresbyterian.org/

